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ABSTRACT

With the ubiquity of touch devices and their ever growing popularity, the 
design of context menus has largely remained unchanged. Many 
application so�wares that were traditionally desktop based are 
constantly being adapted to small touch devices such as smart phones 
and tablets and they bring along the traditional context menus with 
them. This project suggests several ways of expanding the usability of 
these menus and providing a better user experience.
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CONCEPT

The challenges facing traditional context menus are Occlusion, 
Cumbersome navigation cycles, they are Visually taxing requiring the user 
to look at along vertical list of options, bad display real estate 
management, Limited or no live feedback. 

For these challenges four design approaches were designed to make the 
context menus more e�icient.
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APPROACH 1 : DRAGGABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY

The menu has a level of transparency and is movable by dragging to 
allow the user to see through it as they make changers in their 
application.
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APPROACH 2 : SCROLLABILIY

The menu items are scrollable therefore taking relatively less space on 
screen.
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Screen 1 Screen 2 Screen 3

APPROACH 3 : SWAPPING AND HIDING HIERARCHICAL LEVELS

There can only be two levels visible on screen simultaneously. In the 
instances of more than two levels the previous ones are hidden and can 
be reaccessed by the back button as illustrated above.
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Slide to increase font size

APPROACH 4 : USING SLIDERS FOR INCREMENTAL OPTIONS

The design adds a sliders to give a better experince in manupulating 
options with incremental operations. 
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IMPLEMENTATION

All design and development of the prototype was done in animate cc.
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CONCLUSION

With this minimalistic approach, the user has room to see the changes 
they make live on the display which is more e�icient than having to go 
back and forth to drop down menus, working with traditional context 
menus or tool-bars. With these extensions to the traditional context 
menu, I hope this approach gives a better user experience to the end 
users.
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